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periods in the history of the world. That being so,
the next step has generally been to declare that what-
ever is outside the pale of any one of these definitions,
does not deserve to be called religion, but should be
called superstition, or idolatry, or morality, or philo-
sophy, or any other more or less offensive name.
Kant would call much of what other people call re-
ligion, halucination; Fichte would call Kant's own
religion mere legality. Many people would qualify
all brilliant services, whether carried on in Chinese
temples or Roman Catholic cathedrals, as mere super-
stition; while the faith of the silent Australians,
and the half-uttered convictions of Kant, would by
others be classed together as not very far removed
from atheism.

Definition of Schleiermacher (Dependence), and
of Hegel (Freedom).

I shall mention one more definition of religion,
which in modern times has been rendered memorable
and popular by Schleiermacher. According to him
religion consists in our consciousness of absolute de-
pendence on something which, though it determines
us, we cannot determine in turn1. But here again
another class of philosophers step in, declaring that
feeling of dependence the very opposite of religion.
There is a famous, though not very wise saying of
Hegel, that if the consciousness of dependence con-
stituted religion, the dog would possess most religion.

1 This is, of course, a very imperfect account of ScKleiermacher's
view of religion, which became more and more perfect as he advanced
in life. See on this point the excellent 'Life of Schleiermacher/ by
W. Dilthey, 1870.
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